PRELACIE 
MISERIE: 


OR, 


THE SVPPRESSING 


OF PRELATiCALL GOVERMENT 


and cſtabliſhing of P: ovintiall, and nati- 
onall Sinods, is a hopctull meanes to make 
a flouriſhing Church, and hap- 
pic Kingdome, 


OT I 


Imprinted for a good intent, 
After Chriſmas before Lent: 
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Pi Gouermant 4 che Chirche: eur 


Miſery. «boot 


and 


vermenr gives grearopÞ es 
Prophaneſſ>; yr ner ſupetitician ro 
creepe iato the' Chunchy: rliexefore-Prelaricatl 
ent is the "Churches Ruine” and Mi-_ 
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{onclaſion, 


,to provethat that Goverment whereby 
herifies, (pe ene ney: on mv 
n GI ory 


(be. '9, 
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_ Theodeviit th fore faith Conſtantine ( writing to the Nicomedi- 


= biofoft books avs) ifſtirhr be, there- bee any Biſtiop ich 
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Hoſea Fiths I Lord ye chil- 
dren of Iſrael, for the ys; xr a controverlic 
with che Inhabirants of the land, becauſe there 15 
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> Tand "by (faith the Lord) Vt 'thou 


the day, and the Propher ſhall fall with hes in in 
i7 the night, and [ wiltdeſttoy-thee, verſe 5.There- 


Pption 


or mn continue Herifies , his preſiy 
"Secondly, r prove that Prelaticail's over- 
fo great for Herifies, 
,- and Superſticions to 
_—_ _ wager L lay downe theſe rwo 


the Prelates chem- 
© J] S. Secondly; regu 
«1 1; 


regardof the Church: > 

elves, whoſe calling is 

but an 4 een and ſuch as is no waies war- 
norlawfull,” but:contrary both eo the 
lawes of G6d; the pattcrac ofthe Apoſtles, the 
Piimative' Churches ,: and”! alſo: the tuſtome 
oF our ktter reformed Chnrches, It 
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:beis'nn- indecootming tbidgfara Miniſteveo 
be lified aprines aces of worldly: Honours arid | 
_dignitics, / whoſe: office-it is in-all: row. 
- Preach the Goſpel of Chriliand to ſerrhe King. 
dome ofHeaven as a marke:beforchim, ;and not 
RD enge 
ip$, an 
——_— which our — Chriſt [for- 
biddeth,” marke Sainc . Paw ſerrs forth thertruc 
approved Miniſters of God nari to bee ſuchias 
ſelves up as Lords; but:fuch as-tlike the 
faichfull ſervants and diinidervof [Chriſt , - are 
faith full Preachers: and: difpoſers:of - his holy 
_ _— 2- Andilct-our-Lordly 
a; 5 ws a as much as- 
lis + plainey, that hee who 
Ne 4 of: pm to-atrend yon him is Anti- 
chriſt: 1c)! 
WR Incegand af-the Church, our Lordly-Bi 
ſhops. being ſo willing 'ro bee-taken fromtheir 
calling of bs. OS 
ppen whoſecharge the cure oftheir foules doth 
le: which made Saint Pawlto call to-minde thar 
woewhich lieth oh thoſe Miniſterswho forbeare 
Preach the Goſpel, no he will oor forbegre ts 


reach ia regard ofthat which-is layd 
upon them, not looking; afd-labouring forthe 
things which are (eene; bue for the things which 


are noriſeenc, 2 Core 14-48. Whar can; wee! ex> 
peathen, bur thar our Prelares, will-bee ready:to 

carenaitiany;Heretie,prophanneſſe, idolarrie,or 
| apa ſothbey YE" 


ir, his 4 
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like fich: as Fe: _norſo 
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ical! Priefts'as they cal 
5% would toote onr; 

ark might flg- 
wha oli Hoſes, 
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withintheſe his Dominions;":' 
0bjef. But what enurratplgay denſe fo for 
the diſeoverie of Herefies) an@ rh&robt 
- of Idokatricontof vr ge Aa 
niſtey-teach freely any | | 
rrerh-into his fancy,and be'tis Church 
from the alþ67 (oirt's 2»: 
cAnſw, There is better meanes theives havent 
governed by Prelates, and thardeeording”bbrh 
co the Priacative Churchs, andalfororhe: beſb 
hy hte reformed Chiutehes.”” | 
For eery focke there'1 bee dioſen 2 
Preabicer, as'the; erucly is , rhe. -offie& of a 


en- 


people ; ces fo _ mani P" Hind 3 
= FER takes to himfelfs the - 
charge 6fthe cure of thoſe ſoules] and any oye. 
refie, prophanneſſe; or:lolatry, oranyſack/like | 
evills which he.ſeech [ro"ffer £6 
Church , hce may rooce it our 
and nor be feated 'by any 
ruling Lo:dly over him; but { 
the Lord Chriſt. 22836, JO 27311100 WOLLOT 09 
I Leaſt ſome *corruprion'” honkt be6in ; 4 
Presbitor, ſo that theſe evillsare paſſed by 
are not reformed; there may bea RY Sy- 
nod, to reforme what the Presbitor either coald 
nor, or would nor 57 uno: vr rhay%e e- 
very! 


«(8) 
very -Presbicer give an/accompe conſerning all 
1 *his - on and that ae 
they may be further treated on and examined a- 
-mong{t them altogether. 
| itt, There; may bee'a Nationall Syngdalſo 

kept atſeverali times; as ſhall bee thought meete 
for the. publicke uniric ofthe Church, and for 
the reforming of thoſe cvills and enconvenien- 
ces which the Presbicer or Provintiall Synod 
ſhalleſcape. | 

Ler any man-now' confider if it bee not more 
happie for the Church ro have Sinods, then to 
be ruled by Prelates ? and what happineſſc may 
come by. the onc;and what cvill by the other. 

Many ace the abuſes inthe Prelates gover- 
ment. 

I. They would {eclude the Nobles, tbe Gen. 
try, and. both the Houſes of Parliament from 
having any righsr tomeddle in Church matters. 


2: They Lordly cxalt themſelves above other 


Miniſters, contrary to the command of Chrift, 
and the Dodrine of the Apoltles. 


23. Fheir Decrces end to their owne cnds, 


and fiot to Gods Glory. 

4- They have corrupted Courts. 

5. They negle@ their Studies, and Preaching, 
to follow marters of State. 

6. They hbour to compell mento ſweare 
raſh and unlawfull oathes. 

7. They live in the pompe and glory of the 
world, fpifi) 

8. They labour to bring in Popiſh Seremo- 
nzes into the Church. 9. They 
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9. They make againeof ſuch things, as even 
by their ulurped- Hierarchy, they onght notta. 
take money for 5 with many orher Saks r00 
tedious to recon up in fo a volume: all 
which might by Synogs be prevented, there be- 
ing no Loxdly Biſhops, ſaveonely the Presbiroxrs; 
themſclyes, being all equall. 


- Calvis ſaith, thara Prieſt a and Biſhoparc all, 0» Zpip, ts 
one as ſaith Saint. Hierom. -Churches-were be-:7imus, 
fore governed by common Councells of Elders, 7» hi: inftis, 


afrcrwards the care was committed to one man 
appointed by men ; ſo that the Biſhops are above 
the Prieſts, rathcr by cuſtometh«in by the truth 
of the Lords difpoſing, and they ought togo- 
verne the Church ſaith he in common cagether ; 

this is the true and ancient cuſtome of the Prima- 
tive Church, and the chufing of a Biſhop was no 
waics entended at the firſt_for any Lordly Hier, 

archy as the Prelares rowuſe it ; whoſe pompe 

is growne to ſo great an height, 

An example of their pride wee have in that 
Pope who ſct the Painter at worke in his galler 
to draw the pictures of Peter and Paul, who ha- 
ving painted their faces bluſhing red, the Pope 
comming in to ſee his worke, and asking him if 
Peter and Paul had ſuch red faces , becauſe hee 
had (o painted them ; no quoth he, but if rhey 
were herenow, and did behold whar a glorious 
rich ard magnificent ſucceſſor they have, they 
would bluſh as red as now you ſee theſe Pictures 
doe,and his holinefle was very well pleaſed =_ 
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the Painters conceir,toſee himſelfea brave manr 
man then ever poore Pexey and Paul were, whoſe 
facceſſor he boaſts himfelfe to be, for what clſe 
but 'a ſweet fable doth the Pope make of the 
Goſpel as himlſelfe ſaid, and ſurely wee cannot 
thinke that Prelates who are the limbes of this 
great beaſts, are of another ſpirit then Athieſti- 
call, ſuch as the head himſelfe is of, and which 
"he hath detived to his members. 


